Biodiverstity of the Cache River Watershed

is the title of a program John Schwegman will present fo
onFriday, Oct. 284 at 7:30 p.m., to be held at the
Carbondale Township Hall, 217 E. Main St., Carbondale.

(Use the back entrance where adjacent parking is availa
The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a potluck dinner.

JohnOs program will cover the diversity of plants and
animals in the watershed together with gtaeation of past
climate changes that left relicts in microclimate areas an
species limited to special substrates such as sand, clay,
stone, limestone etm other words, how it got and mainta
its diversity. The connections to other biotiomegpast
climate changes, and the diversity of substrates and
topography all play a role in the biodiversity we see toda
Several centers of biodiversity within the Cache basin wi
discussedJohn will also mention the watershed's loss of
diversitydue to extinction as well as mentioning a few ne
described species from it.

John is &harterSIAS member and welbwn to membel
and friends foproviding splendjgrograms A nature
conservationist, Jolmetired from thdL Dept. of Natal
Resources where he developed a natural area program
headed a native plant conservation program for the state

Potluck set-up begins at 6 p.m SIAS asks members to bring
an entree to share and their own dinnerware. SIAS will provide
some beverages. And bring your pocket book because we will
raffle off a 40 lbs. bag of sunflower seed, donated by
Nelda and Conrad Hinckley, after the program with proceeds
going to SIAS! Thank you Nelda and Conrad!!

NO FALL SEED SALE THIS YEAR

The board of Southern lllinois Audubon decided at the Sept
meeting to not hold a fall birdseed sale this year. This decision
based on the egmme difficulties of last yeasalss - a difficult
relocation after the closure of Dillinger's central Carbondale sto
out of the way location and the increagists of sunflower seeds 1
made our margin of profit quite small compared to previous ye:

The SIAS has a proud history of supporting conservation
in our area and we would like to continue that tradilismrecord
as researched by dmeasurer indicate that we have made the
following support donations since 2005: (these totals are an
$2,592 Free Again
$2,000 Friends of Cache River
$1,000 University of Illinois Foundation (Jeff Hoover research)
$1,000 Illinois Ornithologicdciety{grants for research in southem Ilinoi
$ 926 lllinois Audubon Society's Land Acquisition Fund
$ 600 International Crane Foundation
$ 500 Green Earth
$ 250 lllinois Conservation Foundation
$ 100 The Science Center, Carbondale

The boardould like to hear from any and all of our membe
who have alternative ideas for this yédease bring your
comments and ideas to the October meeting and we will dev
time to discussing this matter. We will still hold open the pos
of anafter the first of the year seed sale.
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September Program Highlights

Dr. Jeff Hoover, the avian ecologist for the lllinoi
Natural History Survey, now an SIAS neighbor with
fieldwork home in Dongola, presented a riveting prc
on his researctvork in the Cache River valley and ot
areas of southern Illinois at the September meeting

With a hand in southern lllinois songbird researc
more than twenty years, Jeff is able to discusseiong
trends and developments with extensiveasatamages
that strongly support his ideas. An exciting aspect (
entire presentation is the positive view of conservat
developments, at least in southern lllinois, that is ar
outcome of this work.

The star of the show was and is the prothgno
warbler, the living golden highlight of spring and sut
in southern lllinois swamps. This neotropic migrant
almost perfect research species; easy to see and hi
a cavity nester so it can be nnistted as required for
study. The browpainted, half gallon juice boxes that
prothonotaries readily use in place of natural cavitie
nesting are a plus as well. The boxes can be estab
in readily quantifiable locations and manipulated to
evaluate various study questions.

The fofor the protho, and the villain of the show, tho
the characterization is not scientifically justified, is the &
headed cowbird. The female cowbird is an obligate br:
parasite; it lays its eggs in the nests of host species an
them to rese their offspring. Since the protho nests are
rather easily located and observable by media monitor
stretches of inactivity interspersed with short bursts of
interesting activity can be aggregated to statistically va
data rather than isolateare anecdotal behavior.

The cowbirds have some striking patterns of
manipulating host species, as represented by the p
as Jeff's research has revealed. "Farming" by conti
the beginning of laying cycles and threatening beha
for rejecting cowbird eggs, as well as hints of teachil
effective parasitic behavior to the next generation a
documented by the research.

With the help of his wife, an ecological geneticist,
group is now able to study the family relationships of
prothos and cowbirds that are the focus of ongoing v

The ways that individual birds learn to select opt
nesting locations for increased reproductive succes
well as the effectiveness of reforesting open lands
adjacent to forests to ek the cowbird parasitism of
forestnesting birds are good news for the restoratiol
natural conditions in the Cache wetlands

SIAS is very pleased to have been able to supporta s

of Jeff's work and we appreciate the exciting reporehesga
-Joe Merkelbach, President
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Future SIAS Programs:
Nov./Dec. on Dec. and

BMary McCarthy on her Loon researct

Jan. 27th

PAnnual Meeting with Potluck & Silent

Auction, Prograribfofl Entomologist

Dr. May Berenbaum on her studies|o
Bees and Colony Collapse Syndrov|ne

2

)

12 Annual Central American :'
Adventure, January 4-11, 2012 |:

The Birds and Natural History of Costz |
Costa Rica is a bird watcherOs dre ||

Not only is Costa RicaOs avifauna di |I

but it is also well protected by a wol |,
renowned national parkssem and we |,
studied by a world wide |
scientific community. h

Nelda Hinckley will again lead this |
adventure. For complete details or |
reserve your spot on this great trip |
please phone Nelda at 618.549.558 ||
email her aheldahinckley@jalc.edu |
(Thisadventure qualifies as 3 hours |
Biology 240 credit at John A. Loga |

Vern’s Nature Tours 20123 :I
Vern Kleen has schedule |

two nature tours for 2012: |I

1st: 12Day Costa Rican Expedition, F&i9. ||
2n¢ 12day Ecuador Birding Tour, Ma21l! |
For all detailsr to make reservation: :I
contact Vern at 2#787-3515 1

or email vkleen@comcast.net |:

The Big Year (mo##)oved it!!
Yes, 10m still going on about The Bi
movie, but it was that good! Really!
a breath of fresh air as movies go: t
PG, no violence (except for a traitk),

an almost heartwarming plot, awesc
scenery, and even some birds to vi
Steve Martin was very human, Jac
Black was endearing, and Owen W
successfully channeled the passion «
most obsessive birder in the worlc
Big Year birding mighbdtbe your cup
tea but you will still enjoy the movie \
all its quirky characters and their sha
love of everything birdy. | had mane
to control my urge to imitate bird ca
while in the theater but canOt hoc
enough about the movie nekhbnda

The 112th Christmas Bird Count (CBC) Season Dec. 14 -> Jan. 5§

Local count names and known dates follow:
Big Oak Tree St. Pk. (MI2k. 15, 2011

War BlufValleyDec. 17, 2011

Mingo NWR (MOkc. 17, 2011

Rend Lakdec. 17, 2011

Crab Orchard NWPec. 18, 2011

Carlyle Lake?

Cypress Creek NVIZRRC 19, 2011

Newton Laké&

Marion Countpec, 23, 2011

Middle Mississippi NViIrec. 22, 2011
Arkland#Pyramd St. PkDec. 27, 2011
Horseshoe (Alexander Co.) LBke. 28, 2011
Union Countpec. 29, 2010

Mermet LakeDec. 30, 2011 (or maybe Dec. 31, 2011)
Jackson Countyan. 1, 2012

Complete count details and compilers will follow in next newsletter.

Landnark Agreement Moves 757 Species Toward Prote

On July 12, 2011, the Center for Biological Divarsitk a historic lega
settlement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, requiring the agenc
make initial or final decisions on whethedtblaindreds of imperiled plan
and animals to the endangered species list by 2018. The EnSaegers(
Act is America's strongest environmental law and surest way to save ¢
threatened with extinction.

Some of the latest species to bermfitthe settlementvhich was signe
and approved by a federal judge on Septenaver3¥4 Southeast
freshwater species, the unique Casey's June beetle, 35 springsnail sp
Miami blue butterfly, 23 species native to Oahu, the Ozark heRBender,
Pacific Northwest mollusks and eight Southeast freshwater mussels.

The settlement caps a detaugeffort by the Center's scientists,
attorneys and activists to safeguard 1,000 of America's most imperilec
protected species including thewsawolverine, Mexican grey wolf, fishe
New England cottontail rabbit, three species of sage grouse, scarlet H
honeycreeper, California golden trout, Miami blue butterfly, Rio Grand
cutthroat trout, 403 southeastern rixiapendent species,@&at Basin
springsnails and 32 Pacific Northwest mollusks.
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/species agreement/inde

L e B e

Good Energy / Bad Energy

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimated that in 2009, the wind ins
waskilling about 440,000 birds per year, yet has ignored its own estim
With the Federal Government targetingfald Zhcrease in wind generatec
electricity by the year 2030, annual bird mortality is expected to incree
the millions absent mearfiighanges in the industry. Species of
conservation concern appear to be particularly at risk including the Gc
Eagle, Greater S&gmuse and the endangered Whooping Crane.

IViore than buU groups ana over 2u,UuU Indiviauals organized by tne
America Bird Conservancy (ABC) have called for mandatory standard
birdsmart principles in the siting and operation of wind farms. The co:
represents a broad cresstion of respected national and local groups, i
as scientists, bird loverspservationists, and other concerned citizens.
the ABC states that the Dept. of the Interior (DOI) released a revised \
its voluntary wind development siting and operational guidelines that f
ensure that bird deaths at wind farms aremized. ABC states the DOI
removed many key bird protection elements, reversing recommendati
professional DOI wildlife staff and adding unrealistic wind project appr
deadlines that ABC concludes would lead to SraipangO of wind
develoment. Read more at:

http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/110920.html




Exotic Bird Species Project FeederWatch Starts Nov- h&p://birds.cornell.edu/pfw

The most common birds in heavery urban
environment are exotic species introduced from other parts of the world. Exotic species also occur in most natul
North America and many have significant negative effects on native birds, other wildlife, arfELihopeamsarlings can
damage seed and freiibps Muteswans, introduced in the 19th century, have displaced ducks and geese from wet
have overgrazed aquatic vegetatigithough eme exotic birddohave positive economic impacts, such aadiked
Pheasant, a popular species with hyra#ers like the house sparr@esmpete with native birds for nest cavities

The 200%tate of the Birdeport states that several exotic species have been established for more than a centi
occur awss the continent. These birds, including Rock Pigeon, European Starling, and House Sparrow, show sl
declining trends over the past 40 years. In contrast, populations of some recently introduced species are growin
Eurasian Collard2tves, whose abundance and distribution have increased exponentially since they colonized Flo
Bahamas in the 1970s.

The impacts of exotic species on thbeirdl of humans and our native flora and fauna are not well studied. Exo
merit closer monitoring, and careful vigilance will be needed to protect against negative impacts to our native bir

KY Sandhill Crane Hunting Season Expected to Meet No Opposition

Kentucky's 20,000 bird hunters will have the opportunity tarkiti# cranes this year. Over the objections of
environmentalists and bird enthusiasts, the state legislature's Administrative Regulation and Review Subcommit
regulation in early October that would make Kentucky the first state easlisggippi to allow hunting of shilldcranes.
Thirteen western states allow hunting of the birds.

The regulation still must go to two other state legislative committees in early November, but the controversial
expected to meet no opj@si That means Kentucky hunters have until Nov. 30 to apply for one of 400 permits fol
which would begin Dec. 15 and last 30 days, or until 400 cranes have been killed.

But environmentalists and bird enthusiasts questioned why thastptsiing the hunt and said more research wi
needed on the $&&s sandhill crane populatid@arol Besse of the Kentucky Ornithological Society said the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wildlife had not allowed enough public input into the plame Byethent proposal became
public, those who opposed it had only one opportunity at a June meeting to voice their concerns. The Kentucky
Wildlife Commission voted to approve the proposal that same day, she said.

Read more athttp:/Aww.lentucky.com/2011/10/12/1916974/kentugiagndhiftranenuntclears.htmi#ixzz1b4eG1UOO

Two Whooping Cranes Shot

Senseless. That's how Dale Rjthter chairman of Operation Migration, which leads a flock of endangered whc
cranes from Wiscongb a wildlife refuge in Florida each year, described the deaths of two endangered whooping
Louisiana this fall. "This is two birds out of ten that were put in Louisiana, by humans, tryinghe pestolation. Soy
got ondifth of thase birds that are gone right off the bat in the first year," said Richter.

Louisiana authorities think two juveniles shot the cranes. Witnesses say the two teen boys opened fire from
killing the birds. This story hits close to homRifditer because last year several whooping cranes were killed in Sc
Georgia. Read morétgts/mww.walb.com/story/15678914/tieensaccusedfkilingwhoopingranes#. TpdU8YVKvT8.email

Lots of Little Lobos

Despite the disappointing neralof total Mexican wolves in the wild, it was a good year for wolf pups reports WildEarth
Lobos in the wild successfully reared 30 puppies this breeding season, up from 18 a year ago. If the survival rate is ¢
at least 23 of thse newborns will survive to next year. Seven of the wolf pups were born to the legendary Middle Fork
the mother and father both having only three legs, they were quite fruitful, raising almost a quarter of all the puppies i
These numbers are inspiring for WildEarth Guardians and their presendbeeesolge to protect the lobo in the wild.
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--Join SIAS or Renew Your Membership --

To join or renew your members Y@ name

fill in the following form and return it alonghwibur dues tc Street Address

Southern Illinois Audubon Society Individual member $15 City, State, Zip

Attn.: Membership Additional member in a family {
P.O. Box 222 Student voting mentB Phone Numher

Carbondale, IL 6290222 Amt. Enclosed:$ .
Annualmembership renewal month is January and coi Email Address:

with board elections held at the annual meeting in Je . . .
Member address labels reflect current%uescf I/'we would like to receive my newsletter via eviE&ildO



Longdistance Migrant Seabirds From Two Coloni

Differ In Behavior, Despite Common Wintering G
Although seabirds that are traggiatorial migrants show apparent
broad overlap among populations in thbreeding season, such large
scale pattern may conceal subtle but nevertheless key differences
migratory behavior. These specializattould reflect adaptation to
different environments during the breeding seasonpearrgffects fror
the breeding to the nonbreeding period, or asymmetries in compet
ability of birds of different origin. The migratory and wintering behe
Qory's shearwaters nesting in Berlengas and in the Selvagens, twa
in contrasting oceanographic environments were studied. Althougt
differences were found in winter distribution, there was a marked
divergence in timing, route and the use ohgtageas during the
postbreeding (autumn) migration. Birds from Berlengas typically tr:
to oceanic waters in the North Atlantic for an extended stopover, w
those from Selvagens rarely did so. In the South Atlantic, birds fro
Selvagens spentmadime in flight, perhaps because they had highel
energy and nutrient requirements for feather replacement compare
birds from Berlengas, which molt more flight feathers during breed
Differences in migration routes and stopovers may exposeonspiolat
distinct threats, and should be taken into consideration when defin
units for conservation purposes and developing appropriate mana
strategies Read more at
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.00260

SIAS Website: httpwww.siaudubon.org
Email:siaudubonsociety@gmail.com
SIAS hats are available for purchase at SIAS meetings.
A few sweatshirts are available too.

Southern Illinois Audubon Society
P.0. Box 222
Carbondale, IL 62903-0222

Affiliate of the Illinois Audubon Society,
the Illinois Environmental Council,
& the North American Bluebird Society
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No Irruptives Species Southbound This
Ontario Field Ornithologist Ron Pittaway
forecasts that this will not be an irruptive ye
for boreal species like pine siskins, crossbi
and finches. He states that the evergreen
crops are excellent and extensive across n
oftheboreal forest so species will find adec
food andhaveno need to search south. He i
states that evening grosbeak numbers are
increasing with the spread of the spruce bt
worm. Species he monitors include: pine
evening grosbeaks, purple finches, whited
and read crossbills, common and hedpolls.
pine siskins, bohemian waxwings, and red
breasted nuthatches. Find Mr. PittawayO:
forecasts at:
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2011/finchforecast.t

New Nature Center Opens at Riverl
A new birdwatoig center has opened in
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, West
Alton. Named the Audubon Center, it was
as a partnership between the Army Corps ¢
Engineers and the National Audubon Socie
The Center is situated midst 3700 acres of
prairiemarsh and forest, 100 miles of bike
trails, and many acres of other publicly
managed habitat. For a schedule of daily f
visit: http://www.riverland.audubon.org.

Nt Forgetto $ave Your Stampsforthe 10$ Land Acquisition Fund. o
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For more info visit: www illinoisaudubon org




